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Parking and making provision for service
vehicles

1. Overview and national policy

1.1 This section details off-street (public highway) parking standards and gives
guidance on the design of parking in residential, employment and
commercial developments. It covers vehicle parking, provision for service
vehicles, motorcycle parking and cycle parking.

1.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that parking is
integral to the design of schemes. It requires that:

Secure cycle parking should be provided;

The local context is considered regarding accessibility, car ownership,
availability of passenger transport;

Maximum parking standards for residential and non-residential
development should only be set where there is a clear and
compelling justification that they are necessary;

The requirement for lorry parking provision is considered,
particularly where there are new facilities proposed that might
impact on volumes of heavy goods vehicles;

Design reflects the guidance within the National Design Guide.

1.3 Where suitable parking arrangements are not provided within a
development, the council may refuse to adopt the development roads.

Back to top
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2. Types of parking standards

2.1 The parking standards in this document are ‘minimum’ standards, i.e. the
minimum number that should be provided, depending on the parking type
and the land use. Table 26 below lists the different standards set out in the
LHDG as well as notes on their application.

Table 26: Parking Standard Types

Type / Use Type of Notes

Class of Standard

Parking

Cycle Parking Minimum | Any reduction below minimum standards will
require robust justification and should be discussed
with the LHA pre-application.

Motorcycle Minimum | Any reduction below minimum standards will

Parking require justification and should be discussed with
the LHA pre-application.

Residential Minimum | Any reduction below minimum standards will

Dwelling Car require robust justification and should be discussed

Parking with the LHA pre-application. Justification could be

Standards based on factors including the nature of the
proposals (for example, if the housing for the elderly
or retired) or the nature of the location. Given the
rural nature of Leicestershire, ‘car free’
developments (i.e. with no car parking spaces) or
only very limited parking are unlikely to be
acceptable outside of built-up town centres with
excellent levels of sustainable accessibility and / or
local employment opportunities.

Non- Minimum | The LHAis likely to accept 95% of the minimum

Residential space requirement, but not more than

Land Use 110%. Exceptions will require justification and

Parking should be discussed with the LHA pre-

Standards application. Justification could be based on factors

including the likely vehicle accumulation of a
development or the nature of its location and the
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Type / Use Type of Notes

Class of Standard

Parking
local highway and transport network. If such
justification is based on specific occupier
requirements, the LHA will seek to ensure any
planning permission is occupier specific.

Lorry and Minimum | These spaces are to enable non-residential

Operational developments to function and any reduction below

Parking minimum standards will require robust justification

which should be discussed with the LHA pre-
application. If such justification is based on specific
occupier requirements, the LHA will seek to ensure
any planning permission is occupier specific. Please
note that lorry and operational parking spaces do
not form part of general parking provision and are
hence to be provided in addition to the minimum
parking spaces above.

Accessible Car Minimum

Parking

Any reduction below minimum standards for those
with mobility impairments and other disabilities will
highly likely be considered unacceptable. Please
note that accessible parking spaces do not form part
of general parking provision and are hence to be
provided in addition to the minimum parking spaces
above.

Electric Vehicle | Not

(EV) Parking

applicable

In accordance with Building Regulations.

2.2 Parking provision should also be considered in relation to any transport
assessment and travel plan associated with a development proposal.

2.3 Motor vehicle, motorcycle or cycle parking provision should not be
considered in isolation from travel plans. The level and design of on-site
parking and any proposed travel plan measures should reflect and
complement each other. Guidance on developing travel plans and case
study examples can be found at www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk.
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For employment developments and other developments where travel plans
are required, the council will expect the development to include

complementary facilities for motorcyclist and cyclists, for example, secure
lockers (for storing clothes, and so on), showers and changing rooms.

Should the required parking standards for any land use not be met and
where insufficient justification is provided by the Applicant, the council
would consider the tests for advising refusal of a planning application set
out in paragraph 116 of the NPPF (December 2024).

Back to top
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3. Parking for cycles

Provision Levels

3.1 As the Manual for Streets (MfS) and Local Transport Note 1/20 "Cycle
Infrastructure Design" (LTN 1/20) emphasizes, providing well-located, safe
and secure cycle parking is a major factor in encouraging people to cycle as
an alternative to using the private car. As such, the parking standards in
Table 27 below are the normal minimum requirements and are based on
LTN 1/20. Where standards are not provided in Table 27 for a particular
land use, the reader should refer to LTN 1/20 and, if not included there
either, contact us for advice via the pre-application process.

Table 27: Minimum Provision for Cycle Parking

Use Description of land use Provision Use
class class
E(a), E(b), | Shops, cafes, restaurants, One long stay space per E(a), E(b),
some pubs and clubs 500m?2 gross floor area (GFA) | some
suis for staff and operational use, | suis
generis parking to be secure and generis
uses under cover. uses

One short stay space for
every 250m2 GFA for
customer use to be in the
form as shown in 52,
parking to be located in a
prominent and convenient
location.
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Use
class

Description of land use

Provision

Use
class

E(c),
E(g)()

Financial and professional
services, offices

One long stay space per
200m2 GFA for staff and
operational use, parking to
be secure and under cover.

One short stay space per
1,000m2 GFA for customer
use to be in the form as
shown in Figure 51, parking
to be located in a prominent
and convenient location.

E(c).
E(g)()

B2, BS,
E(g)(ii),
E(g)(ii)

General industry, storage
and distribution, research
and development, industrial
processes

One long stay space per
500m2 GFA for staff and
operational use, parking to
be secure and under cover.

One short stay space per
1,000m2 GFA for customer
use to be in the form as
shown in Figure 51, parking
to be located in a prominent
and convenient location.

B2, BS,
E(g)(i),
E(g)iii)

c3

Dwelling houses

If cycle parking is not
provided for residential
developments, it may affect
the way the council
considers the use of
garages, i.e. whether they
should count towards
parking provision.

One space for every
bedroom, parking to be
under cover and secure.

c3
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Use Description of land use Provision Use
class class
c4 Houses of Multiple One parking space per Cc4
Occupation (HMO) resident. This also applies to

‘suis generis’ HMOs with

more than six

residents. Parking to be

under cover and secure.
F1(a) Education One space per 20 staff F1(a)

members and one space per

10 students. Staff and

student parking to be

provided separately.

Parking to be in the form as

shown in Figure 51 and to be

in a prominent and

convenient location.
E(a), E(b), | Shops, cafes, restaurants, One long stay space per E(a), E(b),
some pubs and clubs 500m2 gross floor area (GFA) | some
suis for staff and operational use, | suis
generis parking to be secure and generis
uses under cover. uses

One short stay space for
every 250m2 GFA for
customer use to be in the
form as shown in 52,
parking to be located in a
prominent and convenient
location.
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Developments or circumstances not covered in the above table will be
assessed on a site-by-site basis.

Cycle parking design

All cycle parking must:

be secure and normally with weather protection provided at least for
long stay parking (for example, employees);

be conveniently located at entrances to buildings;
enjoy good natural observation;
be well lit; and

be located so it does not obstruct pedestrian and cycle routes.

Applicants should consider whether cycle parking is short stay (such as
customer parking) or long say (such as employee parking). Different
standards of provision may be appropriate, in terms of matters such as
shelter and access /

location. cIe parking is provided on upper floors, such as in flats, lifts th
at can take bikes should be provided.

750 - 850mm
(650mm to allow for childrens bicycles)
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Figure 43: Sheffield stand - inset 'toast rack' type. Sheffield stands can
accommodate two cycles if they are placed 1Tm apart and at least 500mm
from any wall

3.6 Normally Sheffield stands should be provided as illustrated in Figure
45 below. Stands that grip only the front wheel do not provide adequate
support or security. When placed 1m apart and 0.5m from the wall,
Sheffield stands can accommodate two bicycles. Where more than two
stands are required, a ‘toast rack’ facility should be provided.

3.7 Parking provision should be considered in relation to any travel plan
associated with a development proposal.

3.8 Please refer to Traffic Advisory Leaflet 5/02 for further information on cycle
parking. Guidance regarding fire safety in relation to charging e-cycles and
e-scooters can be found on the Department for Transport webpages.

Back to top
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4. Parking for motorcycles

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Motorcycles and mopeds can provide an alternative to the private car for
certain trips and can also provide environmental benefits over single-
occupancy cars.

The minimum parking standard for motorcycles and mopeds at
developments with off-street car parks is:

e One space, plus an additional space for every 10 car parking spaces.
Parking spaces should normally be:
e 2.5m x 1.5m with a 1m space between each bike.

The design of the parking area must allow motorcycles and other powered
two wheelers to be secured to the ground while parked.

Parking provision should be considered in relation to any travel plan
associated with a development proposal.

Back to top
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5. Off-street residential car parking standards

5.1 The table below sets out the council’'s minimum parking standards for
developments of residential dwellings.

Table 28: Residential Parking Standards

Use Class Number of Bedrooms Minimum Required Number of
(Class C3) or Number of Parking Spaces (excluding
Residents (HMOs) visitor parking)

C3(a), (b), (c) dwelling | Up to 3 bedrooms 2 per dwelling

C3 (a), (b), (c) dwelling | 4 or more bedrooms 3 per dwelling

C4 - Houses in Up to 6 residents 3 per dwelling minimum where

Multiple Occupation planning permission is required,

(HMO) but up to 6 desired.

Suis Generis - HMO More than 6 residents 1 per resident (E.g. 12 residents

with more than six require 12 parking spaces)

residents

5.2 Please note that Classes C1 (hotels), C2 (residential institutions), and C2A
secure residential institution) are considered in Table 30 below.

Residential parking courts

5.3 This guidance does not apply to a communal parking court allocated to an
individual property or allocated parking spaces grouped together to serve
several properties, such as rear parking courts. Experience has shown that
many residents make little or no use of rear parking courts. This can result
in wasteful use of land and increased pressure on on-street parking. Where
communal parking courts are proposed, the council will be likely to resist a
lower level of parking provision in-curtilage on the site.

Residential tandem parking

5.4 The council also recommends that tandem parking layouts be avoided
where possible, as these can lead to on street parking by residents of
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dwellings served by these arrangements due to the inherent inconvenience
in their use. If more than two parking spaces are proposed in a tandem

arrangement, only the first two will be counted towards the required
minimum parking standards.

Residential garages

Garages will not normally be counted as a parking space for the purpose of
calculating parking provision, unless:

e the garage meets the minimum dimensions;
e planning conditions are imposed to control use of the garage; or

e restrictions are placed on converting the garage to a room that can
be lived in.

If a dwelling has no separate parking for cycles, it may affect whether the
council considers that the garage is counted towards parking provision.

Garages and gated accesses

“On plot” garages to individual properties should be located so that:
e cars can park in front of the garage doors; and

e garage doors can be opened while the car is on the drive (see Table
16) without the obstructing any part of the highway.

Setting back garage doors enables a vehicle to stand clear of the highway
while garage doors are opened or closed so as not to block footways and
endanger pedestrians.

Where an access is to be gated, the gates should be set back 5m where
they open inward and 6m where they open outwards. This is to ensure that
the public highway (particularly areas used by pedestrians) is not
obstructed if a vehicle is parked on the access in front of the gates.

I 5.10 See Table 16 for garage set-back distances

5.11 Garages should have the following minimum internal dimensions.

e Standard single = 6m x 3m, with minimum door width of 2.3m.
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e Additional accessibility requirements = 6m x 3.3m with minimum
door width of 2.8m.

e Double = 6m x 6m, with minimum door width of 4.2m.

5.12 If a dwelling has no separate parking for cycles, it may affect whether a
garage should be counted towards parking provision.

5.13 During the planning process the developer should assess the requirements
for provision of garages to the disability standard.

Residential visitor parking

5.14 Visitor parking is required for residential developments of more than 10
dwellings on a basis of 0.25 spaces per dwelling. In housing developments,
this should be provided via suitable on-street parking provision. In
apartment developments, visitor parking should be provided by additional
spaces within the allocated parking area.

Back to top
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6. Non-residential parking standards

6.1

6.2

6.3

This Section provides information regarding normal minimum car parking
and operational / lorry parking standards by land use (all land uses except
residential dwellings).

Broadly the land use classes are:
e Land use class B - General industry, storage and distribution

e Land use class C - Residential institutions, secure residential
institutions

e Land use class E - Commercial, business and services
e Land use class F - Community and learning

e Land use class Suis Generis - Cinemas. stadia, drinking
establishments, takeaways, drive throughs and all others

Where parking standards are not provided for a particular land use class or
scale, provision should be discussed pre-application and should consider
factors such as the needs of the land use, on-street parking controls and
local parking conditions, and sustainable accessibility.
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Table 29(a): Non-residential parking standards Class B
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County Council

Land Use Class B -
Industry, storage
and distribution

Threshold for

applying the
standard

Minimum Number of
parking Spaces

Minimum Number
of Operational /
Lorry Spaces

B2 General Industry

Up to 2,500sgm | 1/50sgm
Above 2,500 1/130sgm | Urban town
sgm centre, edge
of town
centre
1/80sgm | Rest of
urban town
1/90sgm | Rural town,
edge of
town centre
1/65sgm | Rest of rural
town
1/55sgm | Out of town

One lorry space
(articulated vehicle)
for every 400sgm
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Table 29(a): Non-residential parking standards Class B8

Land Use Threshold for Minimum Number of Minimum Number of
Class B applying the parking Spaces Operational / Lorry
standard Spaces
B8 Storage and | Up to 2,500sgm 1/100sgm One lorry space
Distribution (articulated vehicle) for
every 400sgm
Above 2,500sgm 1/300sgm | Urban town
centre, edge of
town centre
1/180sgm | Rest of urban
town
1/200sgm | Rural town,
edge of town
centre
1/150sgm | Rest of rural
town
1/120sgm | Out of town
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Table 29(b): Non-residential parking standards Class C

Land Use Class C - Hotels, Threshold Minimum Minimum
boarding and guest houses for Number of Number of
where no significant element applying parking Operational /
of care is provided the Spaces Lorry Spaces
standard
C2 Residential | Nursing No 1 per three At least 1
Institutions Homes threshold. bedrooms ambulance space
plus 1 per and 1 mini-bus
staff member | space.
Available space
off-highway for
servicing /
delivery vehicles.
Residential No 1 per four As above.
Homes for threshold. bedrooms
Elderly plus 1 per
staff member
C2A Secure No threshold | Parking and operational
Residential requirements to be developed
Institution based on need. Pre-application
discussion strongly
recommended.
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Figure 29(c): Non-residential parking standards Class E
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Land Use Class
E Commercial,
Business and

Service (CMBS)

Threshold
for
applying
the
standard

Minimum Number of
parking Spaces

Minimum Number
of Operational /
Lorry Spaces

E(a) Non-food
retail

Up to
1,000gsm

1/16sgm

Above
1,000sgm

1/20sgm

Any additional
operational car
parking spaces to be
proposed based on
need.

300sgm to
3,000sgm: Provision
must be made within
the site for service
and delivery vehicles
to be loaded and
unloaded clear of
the highway.

Store between
3000m2 to

5000m2: One goods
bay space
(articulated vehicle)
for every 750sgm.

Stores above
5000m2: One goods
bay space
(articulated vehicle)
for every 1000m2

E(a) Food retail /
Supermarket

Up to
1,000sgm

1/9sgm

Above
1,000sgm

1/14sgm

Any additional
operational car
parking spaces to be
proposed based on
need.

300sgm to
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Land Use Class
E Commercial,
Business and

Service (CMBS)

Threshold
for
applying
the
standard

Minimum Number of
parking Spaces

Minimum Number
of Operational /
Lorry Spaces

3,000sgm: provision
must be made within
the site for service
and delivery vehicles
to be loaded and
unloaded clear of
the highway.

Store between
3000m2 to

5000m2: One goods
bay (articulated
vehicle) space for
every 750sgm.

Stores above
5000m2: One goods
bay space
(articulated vehicle)
for every 1000m2

E(b) Café /
Restaurant

No threshold

1 customer space per
4sgm pubic area plus 1
staff space per 10 tables
or per 40sgm.

Available space off-
highway for servicing
/ delivery vehicles.

E(c)(i) Financial
Services

As E(g)(i)

E(c)(ii)
Professional
Services (not
health / medical)

As E(g)(i)
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Land Use Class Threshold Minimum Number of Minimum Number
E Commercial, for parking Spaces of Operational /
Business and applying Lorry Spaces
Service (CMBS) the
standard
E(c)(iii) Other As E(g)(i)
appropriate
services in CBS
locality
E(d) Indoor sport, | Up to 1 space per 5sgm Any additional
recreation, 1,000sgm operational car
fitness (not parking spaces to be
vehicles, proposed based on
firearms, pool, Above 1 space per 22sqm need.
ice rink) 1.000sgm

Available space off-
highway for servicing
/ delivery vehicles.

Coach parking to be
considered on need.

E(e) Medical or
Heath (not
attached to
residence)

No threshold

1 space per staff member
plus 2 spaces per
consulting room or
surgery.

At least 1 ambulance
space and 1 car
drop-off / pick-up
space.

E(f) Creche, day
nursery, day
centre (non-
residential)

No threshold

1 space per staff member
plus 1 space for shift
changeover.

No requirement.

E(g) - acceptable
in a residential
area:
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Land Use Class Threshold Minimum Number of Minimum Number
E Commercial, for parking Spaces of Operational /
Business and applying Lorry Spaces
Service (CMBS) the
standard
E(g)(i) Offices for | Upto 1/25sgm Any additional
operational or 2,500sgm operational car
admin functions parking spaces to be
proposed based on
Above 1/60sqgm | Urban town | need.
2,500sgm centre, edge
of town Available space off-
centre highway for servicing
/ delivery vehicles.
1/35sgm | Rest of urban

town

1/40sgm | Rural town,
edge of town
centre

1/30sgm | Rest of rural
town

1/30sgm | Out of town

E(g)(ii) Research
and
Development

As B2 General Industry. The LHA will seek
to restrict conversion to E(g)(i) via the
planning process unless sufficient space
is provided within the application
boundary to increase parking to
minimum E(g)(i) levels.

One lorry space
(articulated vehicle)
for every 500m2

E(g)(iii) Industrial
Processes

As B2 General Industry. The LHA will seek
to restrict conversion to E(g)(i) via the
planning process unless sufficient space
is provided within the application

One lorry space
(articulated vehicle)
for every 500m2
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Land Use Class
E Commercial,
Business and

Service (CMBS)

Threshold
for
applying
the
standard

Minimum Number of
parking Spaces

Minimum Number
of Operational /
Lorry Spaces

boundary to increase parking to
minimum E(g)(i) levels.

Table 29(d): Non-residential parking standards Class F

Land Use Class F - Local
Community and Learning.

Also refer to Design Layouts -
“General Layout and Geometry”

Threshold Minimum Minimum
for Number of Number of
applying parking Spaces Operational /
the Lorry Spaces
standard

F1 F1(a) Provision of 2,500sgm 1/staff plus 1/15 Available space
Learning Education: Higher students off-highway for
and non- and Further Ed servicing /
residential delivery
institutions vehicles.

F1(a) Provision of 750sgm 1/staff plus 3 Available space

F1

Learning
and non-
residential
institutions

Education: Primary
and Secondary
Education

off-highway for
servicing /
delivery
vehicles.

Additionally,
sufficient drop-
off / pick-up
spaces are
required off-
street to
reasonably
mitigate
impacts on local
streets and
residential
amenity
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Land Use Class F - Local Threshold Minimum Minimum
Community and Learning. for Number of Number of
Also refer to Design Layouts - applying parking Spaces Operational /
“General Layout and Geometry” the HOl SfFEEEs
standard
(see Road
Types).
F1(b) Display of Art | No Parking and operational
(not sale or hire) threshold. | requirements to be developed based
on need. Pre-application discussion
recommended.
F1(c) Museums No Parking and operational
threshold. | requirements to be developed based
on need. Pre-application discussion
recommended.
F1(d) Public No 1/staff plus Available space
libraries or public threshold. | 1/25sgm off-highway for
reading rooms servicing /
delivery
vehicles.
F1(e) Public Halls or | No Parking and operational
Exhibition Halls threshold. | requirements to be developed based
on need. Pre-application discussion
F1 recommended.
Learning
and non- _ ) _
residential | F1 () F"u.bllc worship | No 1/5sgm Wedding aqd
institutions | ©F religious threshold. funeral vehicle
instruction parking to be

considered on
case-by-case
basis. Pre-
application
discussion
recommended.
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(not motorized
vehicles or
firearms)

required for
maximum use of
the facility (staff
plus customers
plus visitors) based
on two people per
car.

Land Use Class F - Local Threshold Minimum Minimum
Community and Learning. for Number of Number of
Also refer to Design Layouts - applying parking Spaces Operational /
“General Layout and Geometry” the HOl SfFEEEs
standard
F1(g) Law courts No Parking and
threshold. | operational
requirements to be
developed based
on need. Pre-
application
discussion
recommended.
F2 Local F2(a) Shops selling | No 1/20sgm Requirements
community | mostly essential threshold. for servicing /
goods including delivery
food (no more than vehicles to be
280sgm and no considered
other facility within based on
1,000m) need. Pre-
application
discussion
recommended.
F2(b) Halls or No 1/5sgm Mini-bus or
meeting places, threshold. coach parking
F2 Local principally for local to be
community | community considered on
need.
F2(c) Outdoor sport | No Sports Grounds Some facilities
or recreation areas | threshold. | and clubs: Spaces | (team sports)

will require at
least one coach
space, more
depending on
demand.

Where
necessary,
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Land Use Class F - Local Threshold Minimum Minimum
Community and Learning. for Number of Number of
Also refer to Design Layouts - aﬁplymg parking Spaces Operational /
“General Layout and Geometry” the HOl SfFEEEs
standard
Golf available space
courses: Minimum | off-highway
100 spaces per 18- | should be
hole course. provided for
Note: Any servicing /
licensed club de:]'f’el"y hi
facilities will need | V€ :;T)S. This
additional parking could be .
in line with the undertaken in a
relevant standard ;oach ZPace
later in this table. epen |ng.on
' the operational
Parking for any nature of the
other potential facility.
F2(c) land uses L
should be Pre-application
considered with discussion
LCC pre- recommended
application.
F2 Local
community | F2(d) Indoor or No Spaces required Some facilities
outdoor swimming | threshold. | for maximum use | will require at

pools or skating
rinks

of the facility (staff
plus customers
plus visitors) based
on two people per
car.

least one coach
space, more
depending on
demand.

Where
necessary,
available space
off-highway
should be
provided for
servicing /
delivery
vehicles. This
could be
undertaken in a
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Land Use Class F - Local
Community and Learning.

Also refer to Design Layouts -
“General Layout and Geometry”

Threshold
for
applying
the
standard

Minimum
Number of
parking Spaces

Minimum
Number of
Operational /
Lorry Spaces

coach space
depending on
the operational
nature of the
facility.

Pre-application
discussion
recommended.
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Table 29(e): Non-residential parking standards Sui Generis

Land Use Class
Sui Generis

Threshold
for
applying
the
standard

Minimum Number of
parking Spaces

Minimum
Number of
Operational /
Lorry Spaces

Cinema and
Conference

No
threshold

1 per 5 seats.

Some facilities
will require at
least one coach
space, more
depending on
demand.

Where
necessary,
available space
off-highway
should be
provided for
servicing /
delivery
vehicles. This
could be
undertaken in a
coach space
depending on
the operational
nature of the
facility.

Pre-application
discussion
recommended.

Stadia

No
threshold

Pre-application discussion
required.

Pre-application
discussion
required.

Public houses, wine
bars, licensed clubs,

No
threshold

1 customer space per 3sgm
pubic area plus 1 staff

Available space
off-highway for
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Land Use Class Threshold Minimum Number of Minimum
Sui Generis for parking Spaces Number of
applying Operational /
the Lorry Spaces
standard
drinking space for each residential servicing /
establishments. member of staff plus 1 staff | delivery
space per 40sgm for non- vehicles.
residential staff.
If extended
If extended food provision, | food provision,
then pre-application then pre-
discussion recommended, | application
as additional parking may discussion
be required. recommended,
as additional
facilities may
be required.
Hot food takeaways No 1/25sgm Requirements
threshold for servicing /
delivery /
operational
vehicles to be
considered
based on
need. Pre-
application
discussion
recommended.
Drive through No 1 customer space per 3sgm | Available space
restaurant or coffee threshold pubic area plus 1 staff off-highway for
shop space per 10 tables or per servicing /
40sgm. delivery
vehicles. Pre-
application
discussion
recommended.
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Land Use Class Threshold Minimum Number of Minimum

Sui Generis for parking Spaces Number of
applying Operational /
the Lorry Spaces
standard

Theatres; Pre-application discussion Pre-application

amusement required. discussion

arcades/centres or required.

funfairs;
launderettes; fuel
stations; hiring,
selling and/or
displaying motor
vehicles; taxi
businesses; scrap
yards, or a yard for
the
storage/distribution
of minerals and/or
the breaking of
motor vehicles;
‘Alkali work’ (any
work registerable
under the Alkali, etc.
Works Regulation
Act 1906 (as
amended)); hostels
(providing no
significant element
of care); waste
disposal installations
for the incineration,
chemical treatment
or landfill of
hazardous waste;
retail warehouse
clubs; nightclubs;
casinos; betting
offices/shops; pay
day loan shops;
venues for live music
performance - newly
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Land Use Class Threshold Minimum Number of Minimum

Sui Generis for parking Spaces Number of
applying Operational /
the Lorry Spaces
standard

defined as ‘Sui
Generis’ use from 1
September 2020;
concert halls - from
1 September 2020,
previously Class
D2(b); bingo halls -
from 1 September
2020, previously
Class D2(c); dance
halls - from 1
September 2020,
previously Class
D2(d)

Back to top
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7. Accessible parking standards

7.1 For all non-residential dwelling developments, accessible parking to the
minimum standards shown in Table 29 should be provided. Accessible
parking is provided in addition to the minimum general parking supply set
out in Table 30.

7.2 Accessible parking spaces should be located as close as possible to the
main entrance of a building.

Table 30: Minimum Provision for Accessible Parking Spaces
Car park Car park size
purpose

Up to 200 spaces

Over 200
spaces

Employees and

Accessible parking can be considered a

Six accessible

visitors to reasonable adjustment according to the bays plus 2%
business Equality Act. Therefore, wherever feasible, this | of total
premises must be provided for any disabled employee parking
who needs it. A minimum number of accessible | spaces.
bays for each disabled employee that drives to
work plus 5% of total parking spaces should be
provided, whichever is greater. A further 4%
should consist of enlarged standard spaces.
Shopping, Three accessible bays or 6% of total parking Four
recreation and spaces whichever is greater. accessible
leisure land bays plus 4%
uses of total
parking
spaces.
Schools and 1 accessible bay or 5% of total capacity, whichever is greater.
higher and
further
education.

Also refer to
Design Layouts
- "General
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Car park Car park size
purpose

Up to 200 spaces Over 200
spaces

Layout and
Geometry”

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7

The use of accessible bays should be monitored to ensure that they are not
abused and that sufficient accessible bays are provided to meet demand.

Routes to and from accessible spaces should be adequately lit.

For developments of individual residential dwellings, it is important when
designing parking provision that full consideration is given to the potential
accessibility needs of disabled residents. This will include, for example,
larger space provision in developments targeted at those more likely to
require accessible spaces (such as the elderly) or provision of sufficient
space alongside driveways to enable widening in a proportion of dwellings
at other housing developments. For apartment style developments that are
not specifically targeted at those more likely to require accessible spaces,
5% of bays are required to be accessible.

Accessible parking design

The needs of people with mobility and visual impairments both must be
considered in the layout of the parking area and any routes between it and
the associated dwellings.

Under the Equality Act, anyone who provides goods or services to the
public has a duty not to discriminate and must “take steps to address
barriers that impede disabled people”. Blue badge parking bays should be
within 50m of the entrance to a building and be otherwise appropriately
designed to comply with the requirements of the Equality Act.
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Figure 46: Accessible Parking Spaces Layout
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8. Design principles for off-street parking

8.1

8.2

8.3

Residential parking layouts

To minimise problems of on-street parking, off-street parking areas should
be close to the dwellings that they serve to make sure that they are fully
used. Separate parking areas which are remote from some or all the
properties that they serve, and which cannot be easily observed, can result
in on-street parking problems, crime, anti-social behaviour and
maintenance problems which discourage their use and affects the overall
quality and appearance of a development.

The council, the planning authority and the relevant police force Designing
Out Crime Officer should be involved in finding parking solutions. As
general guidance to avoid potential problems, remote parking areas should
normally:

e Dbe located near to the main entrances to the properties that it
serves, with as short and direct a walking route as is possible
between the parking court and the property;

e be secure, including enjoying good natural observation from
neighbouring buildings and not be obscured by, for example, walls
or close-boarded fences.;

e be welllit;
e limit planting to low ground cover only;

e Dbe suitably surfaced and drained, and the developer will be expected
to provide clear details of future maintenance responsibilities (the
council will not normally adopt off-street parking areas);

e have clearly designated spaces for individual dwellings; and

e have open pedestrian routes to the parking area where possible.
Where not, they should be designed in line with the guidance on
separate routes at paragraphs 3.88 onwards of this document.

The location and overall design should encourage maximum use of the
parking areas to minimise the risk of on-street parking problems.

8.4 Minimum parking space sizes and aisle widths are shown in Figure 44.

Minimum parking size 2.4m x 5.5m, add 0.5m if bounded by a wall, fence,
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hedge, line of trees or other similar obstructions on 1 side, 1Tm if bounded
on both sides. Tandem parking spaces should be provided at 6m in length

per space, i.e. 12m length for two spaces. This guidance applies to both
driveways and parking court layouts.

I 8.5 Long driveways are only counted as 2 spaces (even if more cars could in

practice be fitted on the driveway).

Layouts for off-street parking areas

Examples of typical parking layouts

Minimum parking spaces 2.4m x 5.5m add 0.5m if bounded by a wall, fence, hedge, line of
trees or similar obstruction on 1 side, 1m if bounded on both sides

Figure 44: Size and layout of parking spaces
Industrial and commercial and other large-use car parks

8.6 The council does not adopt off-street parking. However, parking design
should achieve the following.

e That there is free flow of traffic entering and leaving the car park to
minimise the likelihood of tailbacks causing safety problems and
delays on the surrounding road network. This may require one- way
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systems with control ramps or flaps at entrances and exits and
appropriate signing in larger car parks.

Provide safe pedestrian and cycle routes across the car park to
building entrances, following natural paths wherever possible. In
larger car parks segregated routes should be considered with raised
crossing points on main vehicle routes. Any routes should be in the
open wherever possible. Where not, they should be designed in line
with LHDG Active Travel guidance.

8.7 Such off-street parking areas should:

minimise the number of entry and exit points to the public highway;

I

provide visibility splays appropriate to likely vehicle speeds and ‘road
widths, and corner radii appropriate to likely vehicle sizes
and manoeuvres;

be well lit;

be professionally landscaped, although any planting should be kept
to low ground cover only;

be suitably surfaced and drained;

Consider and complement relevant measures included in any travel
plan associated with the development, for example, car- share
spaces located closest to the building entrance; and
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Figure 45: Lorry parking and loading bays - head-on and Lorry parking
and loading bays - 45° for largest vehicles (X=Draw forward before

turning distance)

Table 31: Lorry parking and loading bays

Lorry parking and loading bays - head-

Lorry parking and loading bays - 45° for

on largest vehicles
X draw Y W L o/a X draw Y W L o/a
forward centres o/a length forward centres | o/a length

width | for5 width | for5

5.0 27.4 22.5 4 4.8 18.4 39.5

2 4.4 28.4 20.1 5 4.5 19.1 37.8

3 4.0 29.4 18.5 6 4.2 19.8 36.1

4 3.7 30.4 17.3 7 3.9 20.5 34.4
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Lorry parking and loading bays - head- Lorry parking and loading bays - 45° for
on largest vehicles
X draw Y W L o/a X draw Y W L o/a
forward centres o/a length forward centres | o/a length
width for 5 width for 5
5 34 314 16.1 8 3.6 21.2 32.7
6 3.0 324 14.5 9 34 21.9 31.6
10 3.2 22.6 30.5
11 3.1 234 29.9
12 3.0 241 29.3

8.8 For logistics planning applications, the council may advise that overnight
lorry parking and welfare facilities be provided dependent on the scale and
expected use.

Back to top
9. On-street parking

9.1 The council and national research has shown that on-street parking is a
major concern for Leicestershire residents. Parking proposals must be
designed to avoid:

unacceptable concerns regarding road safety;

obstructing access for vehicles, including for service vehicles, the
emergency services and buses;

obstructing footways and be a hazard to cyclists and pedestrians,

including those with mobility or visual impairments;
unnecessary clutter;

creating opportunities for crime; and
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creating points of friction between adjacent occupiers, for example
where private accesses are blocked.

In the interests of the safety of all road users and maintaining efficient flow
of traffic, the council will look for developments that include well-designed
parking layouts (on-street and off-street) that minimise the likelihood of on-
street parking problems.

Design of on-street parking

For parallel parking to a road, each vehicle will normally require an area of
about 2m wide x 6m long. For echelon (wedge shaped) parking and
perpendicular (end on to the road) parking, individual bays should normally
be indicated or marked. Bays should normally be about 2.4m wide and a
minimum 5.5m long and they should be arranged so that drivers are
encouraged to reverse into them. Figure 51 illustrates suggested on-street
parking arrangements, and sets- out how to calculate the necessary width
needed to access echelon parking.

Where on-street parking could cause problems, the council will ask for
swept path analysis (these are likely to include refuse lorries,
pantechnicons, fire tenders and buses if the development is to be served by
public transport). Where the assessment demonstrates that it is necessary
to provide extra width to accommodate on-street parking, this should be
achieved either by:

providing parking bays as illustrated below (bays should not be
designated to particular properties); or

increasing the overall carriageway width. The council can accept
localised width variations - it is not necessary for a road to have a
constant width and parallel kerb lines throughout.
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Parking in turning head and obstructing access to
private drives

Parking obstructing a footway creating a hazard for
pedestrians

Parking causing vehicles to cross on to wrong side of
the road

Unsightly parking obstructing a junction

Access for service vehicle restricted by parking

Figure 47: Examples of on-street parking problems
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Figure 48: Good examples of on-street parking bays

Parallel parking arrangement Perpendicular parking arrangement

This figure is based on figures 8.18 and 8.19 of ‘Manual For Streets’

Figure 49: Suggested on-street parking bays, parallel and perpendicular
parking (top) and widening of carriageway to create on-street spaces
(bottom) (Manual for Streets)
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9.5 Where the council adopts additional areas to accommodate on-street
parking, a commuted sums must be paid to cover future maintenance.

9.6 Development should be designed following assessment to avoid issues
relating to inappropriate parking. As a last resort, bollards, fencing and
landscaping might be employed to deter problems (see Pavement parking).

Traffic regulation orders

9.7 In certain circumstances, Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO) may be needed to
control on-street parking, including waiting restrictions and residents’
parking schemes either within the development or on the surrounding
highway network. Costs related to TROs must be paid by the developer.

Back to top

THE LEICESTERSHIRE HIGHWAY DESIGN GUIDE | Part 3f: Parking and providing for electric
vehicles


https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/general-layout-and-geometry-residential-sites

M Leicestershire
County Council
10. School parking provision

10.1 Parking in the vicinity of schools, as children are dropped-off or collected, is
a safety hazard and can cause traffic congestion.

10.2 For new residential developments, the need for a new school on the site
and its planned location must be established at the master planning stage
in consultation with the council and the local planning authority. This will
avoid future issues related to road safety and traffic congestion and ensure
that the adoptable carriageway width standard of 6.75m is adhered to on
school access roads.

10.3 The design of highways adjacent to new and existing school sites must:
e Encourage active travel options;
e provide ‘safe routes to school’; and
e minimise the risk of on-street parking problems.

10.4 These measures will need to be considered as part of the transport
assessment for the development, alongside the requirement for a school
travel plan. The same requirements also apply to proposals for the
expansion of an existing school and provision of new highway close to an
existing school site.

10.5 Whilst the council will seek to ensure that sustainable transport
opportunities are taken up through the planning process, it is recognised
that there will still be a demand for drop-off and pick-up to school by car.
Accordingly, the council will seek to ensure that safe off-street drop-
off/pick-up provision is provided for at school sites.

Back to top
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Providing for electric vehicles

11. Electric vehicle charging points

11.1 In March 2022 Government published an Electric Vehicle (EV) Infrastructure
Strategy to encourage the uptake of EVs and support net zero targets. The
strategy set out the Government's Office for Zero Emission Vehicles (OZEV)
plan for the roll out of an integrated EV chargepoint network to support the
transition to net zero. It stated that a minimum of 300,000 public chargers
are needed nationally by 2030 to meet the expected demand. Currently
there are only around 50,000 (as of Dec 2023).

11.2 The council is following the progress of the EV market closely and
actively seeking opportunities to secure EV funding from Government.
Proposals must align with the “Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy”.

11.3 To help decarbonise transport and contribute to net zero ambitions for the
county, the council is keen to support residents in switching to electric
vehicles. However, this is a new and challenging area for local authorities,
with little consensus nationally on how to provide the necessary charging
infrastructure in a coordinated way and manage growing EV demand,
particularly for those without access to off-street parking.

11.4 Developers must fully engage with the planning process to support existing
and future charging needs and will need to consult the local planning
authorities regarding electric vehicle charge points (EVCP) provision in new
developments.

Off-street provision

11.5 The NPPF (paragraph 107) states that parking standard policies for
residential and non-residential development should consider the need to
ensure an adequate provision of spaces for charging plug-in and other
ultra-low emission vehicles.

11.6 Off-street EVCPs (within the curtilage of residential properties) should be
the primary consideration for provision within new development and any
proposals for on-street charging must not be at the expense of the
requirements of building regulations.

11.7 All developers required to install off-street provision should in the first
instance review the information available on the Planning Portal. In all
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cases EV infrastructure should be installed in accordance with the latest
Building Regulations, “Infrastructure for the charging of electric vehicles”.

11.8 Trailing cables across pavement or highway to charge vehicles can present
a safety hazard and is not currently permitted; appropriate off-street
provision of EVCPs reduces the likelihood of this occurring.

11.9 Ensuring off-street provision meets the requirements of building
regulations is the responsibility of the local planning authority’s building
control officer.

11.10 Building regulations set out the following requirements:

e Every new home, including those created from a change of use, with
associated parking must have an EV chargepoint;

e Residential buildings undergoing a major renovation which will have
more than 10 parking spaces must have at least one EV chargepoint
per dwelling with associated parking, along with cable routes in all
spaces without chargepoints;

e All new non-residential buildings with more than 10 parking spaces
must have a minimum of one chargepoint and cable routes for one
in five (20%) of the total number of spaces.

11.11 All non-residential buildings undergoing a major renovation that will have
more than 10 parking spaces must have a minimum of one chargepoint,
along with cable routes for one in five spaces.

Guidance

11.12 Off-street EVCPs should be located within the curtilage of a private
property (for example, garage, driveway or any communal parking areas)
and should avoid the need for charging cables to span footways, paths, and
vehicle routes.

11.13 The council will expect due consideration to be given to the PAS1899:2022
document “Electric vehicles - Accessible charging - Specification”, published
by the British Standards Institution. This guidance aims to support the
building of an inclusive EV Charging infrastructure in the UK.

11.14 The council will welcome proposals that incorporate higher levels of
provision than that set out in the building regulations.
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On-street provision

11.15 Until the Strategy has been completed and adopted, the following
information forms the council's current position in terms of provision for
on-street EVCPs:

e The council is keen to engage with developers regarding on-street
charging solutions;

e The council will consider developer proposals for on-street charging
solutions within the highway on a case-by-case basis;

o Developers proposing provision of on-street public EVCPs should
consider who will own, operate, maintain and repair/replace the
provision;

e The council would encourage developers to consider opportunities
for future proofing EV infrastructure within new development sites,
including new technologies and changes in driving habits;

e As a minimum, proposals must meet national regulations and
standards and follow relevant LHDG design guidance, including
information regarding installation of utilities.

Useful links:

11.16 Positioning chargepoints and adapting parking policies for electric
vehicles document, published by the Energy Savings Trust, August 2019.
Covers off-street EV parking bay layouts, placement on on-street
chargepoints and signage and Traffic Regulation Orders for EV bays.

11.17 COMOUK: New developments and shared transport: cutting car
dependency document, published by COMOUK, February 2022, takes
shared vehicle ownership into account and the need for mobility hubs,
utilising developer contributions to boost transport sustainability.

Back to top

THE LEICESTERSHIRE HIGHWAY DESIGN GUIDE | Part 3f: Parking and providing for electric
vehicles


https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Local-Authority-Guidance-Positioning-chargepoints.pdf
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Local-Authority-Guidance-Positioning-chargepoints.pdf
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/6102564995f71c83fba14d54/6230798c0eedd6b324670851_CoMoUK%20New%20Developments%20Guidance.pdf
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/6102564995f71c83fba14d54/6230798c0eedd6b324670851_CoMoUK%20New%20Developments%20Guidance.pdf
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